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Youth Minister 
The elders are prayerfully considering the possibility of expanding our staff 

with a full-time youth minister. We feel this is a necessary addition to our 
church, but it will require increasing our weekly average contribution by $750. 

If you would like to make a pledge toward that amount, or have comments or 
questions, see one of our elders or use one of the blank cards in the pews. 

Cards can be dropped into the box on the back pew beside the door. 

Fellowship Lunch 
Our next fellowship lunch will be on Sunday, May 20th, after Sunday School. 

Please bring a dish to share and stay for a great time of fellowship. Visitors are 
welcome to join us.     

Graduation Announcements 
Harding If you or someone in your family is graduating from any level of 
education, let Diana Allen or Liz Motyka know so we can recognize your  
accomplishments!  

POLAR BLAST VBS:  Jesus will always love you 
Mark you calendars for VBS! This year it will be Saturday, July 14, from 

9:30-3:00 and Sunday, July 15, from 11-11:45.  It will be the coolest activity this 
summer! On Saturday we will have Bible stories, games, crafts, and lunch for 

ages 2-teens. And join us for worship on Sunday at the regular times and a 
special VBS celebration during class time.  

VBS Supplies Needed 
Clean, empty milk jugs are being collected for VBS. See Jana Kalkowski for 
more details. 

VBS Help Wanted 
If you would like to help with VBS in any way, please email Cathy or Laura.  

Sunday  
Worship     9:30 AM 

(English, Korean)  

Bible Study (All)  11:00 AM 

Worship (Spanish)   12:00 PM 

Worship (English)    4:00 PM 

Wednesday  
Bible Study (All)    7:30 PM

Upcoming Events

News and Notes

THE 
NORTHWESTER

May 
8 Harding Night @ Wrigley Field 

(Meet at 5:30 PM and D’Agostino’s) 
18-19 Racial Unity Leadership 

Retreat 

20 Fellowship Lunch — 12 PM

Gathering Times

Welcome to Northwest! We’re glad 

you’re here today. If you’re a visitor, 

please consider yourself an honored 

guest.  

Please feel free to join in worship this 

morning to whatever extent you feel 

comfortable. Please fill out a visitors’ 

card and put it in the offering plate so 

we can have a record of your visit.  

Sermons are available online. 

http://www.northwestchurchofchristchicago.org/sermons.html
mailto:cathylittrell@gmail.com
mailto:lblountodum@gmail.com
http://www.northwestchurchofchristchicago.org
mailto:cathylittrell@gmail.com
mailto:lblountodum@gmail.com
http://www.northwestchurchofchristchicago.org/sermons.html
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9:30 AM  
Singing: Rawn Reinhard 

We Worship Together 
Had It Not Been the Lord  

892 The Steadfast Love of the Lord 

I Saw the Light 

You’re the One 

Responsive Reading — Daniel 3:13-19  

438 My Hope Is Built On Nothing Less  

Soon and Very Soon 

Don’t You Want to Go to That Land 

We Hear the Word of the Lord 
Reading: Perry Littrell — Daniel 12:5-13 

Sermon: Alan Bain — The Best Prophecy    

510 On Jordan’s Stormy Banks  

 Prayer for the Needs of the Church: Perry Littrell 

We Come to the Table 
745 Where Could I Go?  

Communion Meditation: Tom Rucker 

Table: Clarence Thrasher, Edison Kannakai, Dylan Hoyer, Eddie Reed 

Offering and Announcements: Perry Littrell 

We Go Out As Witnesses 
362 Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee     

Prayer: Robert Waters 

4:00 Worship 
Singing: Dan Allen 

Opening Prayer: Alan Bain 

Meditation: Matt Bain 

Closing Prayer: Perry Littrell

Worship Gathering

Sunday School     74 

AM Worship    155 

PM Worship      11 

Wednesday PM     32 

Offering 

Regular   $3,797.00 

Orphans’ Lifeline $   100.00   

Budget    $5,205.00

Help Wanted! 
We need volunteers every Sunday to 

work in our food pantry from 1:00 - 
3:30.  

Sign up Here 

Winston Manor 
5/6/18 Perry Littrell, Van Wilson, 

Kwaku Osebreh 
5/13/18  Noel Martinez, Rene Torres 

5/20/18  Clarence Thrasher

Help Wanted - Communion Prep 
Can you prepare communion before 

the 9:30 worship service? 

 Sign Up for a Sunday Here

Servants

Last Sunday

Click here for the online church 

directory. See Patrick if you need the 
password.

Online Directory

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1idjAC6pLaIh1n7oh35qHT3UEX5avP-dsaGw7nP5JoTQ/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1g-dbZVI5lq4fXEumMXGWCYhTyP_Lmuknc8J7U2dv6Lg/edit
http://directory.instantchurchdirectory.com/73969972/churchdirectory.pdf
http://directory.instantchurchdirectory.com/73969972/churchdirectory.pdf
http://directory.instantchurchdirectory.com/73969972/churchdirectory.pdf
http://directory.instantchurchdirectory.com/73969972/churchdirectory.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1idjAC6pLaIh1n7oh35qHT3UEX5avP-dsaGw7nP5JoTQ/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1g-dbZVI5lq4fXEumMXGWCYhTyP_Lmuknc8J7U2dv6Lg/edit
http://www.northwestchurchofchristchicago.org
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Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans and widows in their 
distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world. 

-James 1:27 (NIV) 

There are people who live on the margins of our culture, out of sight of most of us as we go about our lives. It’s 

not that they’re driven there by pitchfork- and torch - wielding mobs, or sentenced to lives outside city gates by 
the ignorant and superstitious. But they’re no less marginalized. 

     They are the poor, for whom life is all about navigating a tangle of cold, impersonal social services that keep 
them dependent and reinforce the very behaviors they need to change. 

        They are the mentally ill, isolated in institutions or group homes. (And how many suffer silently and alone, 
with no one to understand or help them understand their illness?) 

     They are children in foster care, hoping that their next home will be with the family who wants them as their 
own, but too scarred by previous rejections to really expect it or even hope for it. 

     The elderly, kept out of sight in nursing homes, with no one to visit or provide for them or advocate for them. 
      The alien, good enough to assemble the merchandise we consume in substandard factories and for 

substandard wages in their own countries, but not good enough to share in our prosperity here within our 
borders. 

     The developmentally disabled, shunted out of the mainstream of human contact into special schools, special 
homes - or just kept out of sight. 

        Mitchell Marcus could be in that last group, but he isn’t. Mitchell is developmentally disabled, but he has a 
school community who cares about him, and a basketball team who loves him and who gives him a chance to 

do something constructive and positive. 
     Mitchell is a student at Coronado High School in El Paso, Texas. He has loved basketball since he was a little 

kid, and so Coronado head coach Peter Morales made him the team manager. But before the last game of the 
season, against their rivals at Franklin High School, Coach Morales had a special gift for Mitchell. 

     A uniform. 
        Mitchell got to dress with the players and sit on the bench like one of them. And, privately, Coach Morales 

had made another decision. However the game was going, whatever the score or situation, he was going to put 
Mitchell in the game at the end. And he was going to instruct his team to get the ball to Mitchell and give him a 

chance to score. He would later say that he was willing to lose the game if it meant getting Mitchell his 
moment.  

        Nobody else knew this, so Mitchell was no doubt as surprised as anyone when, with 90 seconds left and 
Coronado leading by 10, Coach Morales called his number. 

     The Coronado crowd, of course, went nuts, and Mitchell got to hear his name chanted from the stands of the 
packed gym. His teammates got him the ball, and Mitchell shot and missed. On Coronado’s next offensive 

possession, they got the ball to him again, and again he shot and missed. On the next possession, one of 

Patrick’s Points

http://www.northwestchurchofchristchicago.org
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Mitchell’s teammates passed him the ball, and in his excitement Mitchell mishandled it out of bounds. With 

seconds left, Franklin had the ball again. Mitchell wouldn’t get a basket, but at least he had the chance to play. 
     The official handed the ball to Franklin senior Jonathan Montanez. Montanez yelled something, but it wasn’t 

the signal for a play. It wasn’t even intended for his teammates. He yelled, “Mitchell!” And, when Mitchell 
looked, Jonathan Montanez threw the ball to him. He didn’t talk that over with his coach, or his teammates. He 

just knew what he needed to do. 
        “I was raised to treat others how you want to be treated,” Jonathan would explain later. “I just thought 

Mitchell deserved his chance.” 
     And, of course, Mitchell made the most of his chance. He took Jonathan’s “assist,” and put up another shot. 

Which hit nothing but net.  
     During the NBA playoffs, when the excitement of watching elite athletes hit game-winning buzzer-beaters is 

at a fever pitch, it’s probably important to remember that those athletes we idolize aren’t any more important to 
God than the people our world marginalizes. We might prefer to forget them, to place them out of sight and 

out of the way. But God doesn’t. He knows their names and their stories. And it’s required of us, as his people, 
to remember them too. It’s necessary that we make the subversive and counter-cultural move of caring for those 

our world pushes to the edges. If we want to be like our Lord, who touched the lepers and forgave the sinners 
and accepted the unacceptable, then we must look to the margins of our society and love the people we find 

there. 
     “Religion” has almost a negative connotation in our world, partially because organized religion - Christianity 

included - has historically often lost sight of the marginalized. We’ve enriched ourselves and protected our 
institutions at the expense of the very people the Scriptures say should most occupy our attention. We’ve spent 

centuries fighting over proper doctrine and practice, but skipped over James entirely. Jesus too, for that matter. 
Religion that pleases God and is acceptable to him is concerned with personal holiness, but it’s also concerned 

with our attitude toward the marginalized. Want to know if you’re the True Church, or the New Testament 
Church, or whatever nomenclature you consider important? One of the first questions to ask is how you and 

your church treat those everyone else has forgotten, or overlooked, or ignored. 
        It doesn’t take that much, really. It’s not about solving every social problem, or coming up with the right 

answers to every public policy question. It’s really just having eyes to see the people around us, and a heart to 
care about who they are, what they need, and what their stories are. It’s visiting a nursing home. It’s sharing food 

with someone in need. It’s spending time with a forgotten, hurting child. It’s helping someone who wasn’t born 
here find their place. It’s treating someone on the outside looking in as you’d like to be treated if the 

circumstances were reversed. It’s believing that everyone deserves a chance. 
        Mitchell Marcus, it might be argued, was never marginalized. He was welcomed by the communities of his 

school and his team. But Mitchell, along with his new friend Jonathan Montanez, have become something of a 
phenomenon in recent weeks. They’ve been guests on The Ellen DeGeneres Show. They’ve been hosted by 

NBA star Chris Paul at an LA Clippers game. It goes to show, I guess, that when one person decides to treat 
another with respect, consideration, and kindness, the ripples of that decision can spread farther and wider 

than anyone might have predicted. 
     Just try it, and see if it isn’t true for you as well. See if an act of kindness offered to someone on the margins 

doesn’t take both of you to places you never imagined.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2T_oBOzz_U4
http://www.northwestchurchofchristchicago.org
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2T_oBOzz_U4
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New Requests and Updates (Please don’t forget to give updates to Diana Allen.)   

Wilma Brumley’s son, Daniel, passed away last week. Please pray that Wilma and her family will find comfort in 

their faith during this time of grief.  

Jess Cobb, Patrick Odum’s cousin, is recovering from quadruple bypass.  

Darrell Hutchens has moved to Manteno Veterans’ Home, Room 423 West, One Veterans Drive, Manteno, IL 

60959. Cards are appreciated and visits are welcome.  

Mervin Manzanares, minister in San Pedro Sula, Honduras, is receiving treatment for his abdominal pain. 

Kimberley Schiyer, Evelyn Wooten’s daughter, will be undergoing surgery May 7 for a mass in her throat.

Eugene Urbaszewski, Celeste Rucker’s uncle, has been diagnosed with a form of liver disease. 

Ongoing Concerns  
Sister Tomasa Agosto needs our prayers due to her health issues. 

Dan Allen’s aunt, Willa Cott-Meissel, has a tumor on her leg and will need radiation therapy.  

Brother Baker, a resident at Winston Manor, has asked for general prayers for Booker T. Houser and family, the 

Lotts, the Burns, the Taylors, and the Schafers.  
Don Ballarini asks that we pray for his brother, Ronald, who is suffering from dementia and other health 

problems.  

Hillary Beata asks that we keep Rachel, a member of her parent’s church, in our prayers. She is a young mother 

who was just diagnosed with cancer. 

Elida Cano is still fighting cancer. 

Ranae Collins asks that we remember her uncle in our prayers due to his health problems.  

Richard Cooper has asked that we continue praying for the brethren in Guinea.  

Jennifer Duff’s sister, Judy Duff, is still fighting cancer. Jennifer’s mother also has some health concerns.  

Carlos Estrada’s friend, Madeline Badea, has a degenerative bone disease.  

Barbara Foucher’s cousin, Jonathan Williams, has been diagnosed with Multiple Sclerosis.  

Maria Fuentes, who lives at Winston Manor, is dealing with severe pain in her back and side.  

Jan Gunter, Jim’s wife, needs some radiation therapy. 

Irma Rae from Winston Manor asks that we pray for issues in her life.  

Perry Littrell’s brother-in-law, Joel Dallas, has three bulging disks in his back.  

Martha Lucunza, a dear friend of Susan Thrasher’s, is going through treatments for bone cancer.  

Mary Lynn, friend of a resident at the Oak Park Nursing Home, has a leg that needs healing. 

Maria from Winston Manor asks that we pray for her daughter and granddaughter. 

Linda McNeal is coping with dizziness and other medical issues.  

Linda McNeal’s husband has some health problems.  

Prayer Requests

http://www.northwestchurchofchristchicago.org


May 6, 2018

4602 N. Kilbourn Ave. Chicago, IL 60630 773-283-2586      @NWChurchChrist www.northwestchurchofchristchicago.org 

Maria McNeal, Linda’s mother-in-law, broke her hip.  
Jay Min asks for prayers regarding his mother’s diabetes.  

Wayne Mitchell asks that we pray for his court date, which was rescheduled for June 13th. He also asks that we 

pray for his brother, whose wife passed away recently, and his sister’s health problems. 

Gus Ramirez, a friend of the Thrasher family, has been diagnosed with lung cancer.  

Marge Reavis asks that we continue to pray for her brother, Jim, who has cancer, and her brother, Rick, who needs 

to rebuild his strength to be able to have heart surgery. Marge also asks that we pray for her living situation and a 

recent car accident.  

Anabel Rice is dealing with lupus.  

Celeste Rucker’s father, Bob Konczal, is struggling with chronic pain due to scoliosis and arthritis in the lower spine 

and hip. 

Celeste Rucker’s mom, Barbara Konczal, is struggling with chemotherapy side effects in her battle with cancer.  

Tom Rucker’s aunt, Sally Rucker-Dobbs, is recovering from a recent stroke. 

Tom Rucker’s best friend’s niece, Katie Fearer, has a large mass in her shoulder, lungs, and spine, and is waiting to 

be admitted to a cancer center in Houston. Her father, Zane, was in a bicycle accident and has multiple injuries, 

which has left him with no use of his arms. Please keep Katie, Zane, and their family in your prayers during this very 

difficult time. 

Vicki Sebela, Laura Odum’s cousin, is still recovering from eye surgery, diabetic retinopathy, and breast cancer.  

Herb Sherrod, a former member at Northwest, is in the process of obtaining a new kidney so he can go off dialysis.  

Mary Smith’s cousin, Jim, fell and broke his hip during physical therapy. Jim’s brother, Stan Thompson, had a stroke 

recently. 

Mary Smith’s friend’s father, John Brecht, has prostate cancer that has spread. 

Mary Smith’s son-in-law, Jay Kijer, has heart problems and pulmonary edema.  

Mike Thrasher needs prayers for continued guidance and direction in his life and with his Tourette’s and  

OCD. 

Liz Van-Klingerin/Sumner, Clarence Thrasher’s sister, has a leaky aortic valve and may need surgery.  

Johnny Vera asks for prayers for his family, health, and relationship problems.  

Cynthia Webster, Barbara Foucher’s sister, is in rehab recovering from a coronary. She is also dealing with kidney 

and immune system problems brought on by lupus.  

Calbert Williams asks that we continue to pray for his struggles with diabetes, blood pressure, and mild chest 

pains.  

Danuel Williamson, Miriam Williamson’s husband, needs our prayer for recovery from his health problems. 

Willie, a resident of the Winston Manor Nursing Home, has cataracts and glaucoma. 

Bill Wooten, Evelyn’s brother, has pancreatic cancer. 

http://www.northwestchurchofchristchicago.org

